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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-2 and 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stephanv et al (U.S. Pub. 2002/0171746 AD and further in 
view of Shiqemori (U.S. Pat. 6.907.136 BP. 

Regarding claim 1, Stephany et al discloses a method for capturing 
images using templates, the method comprising: displaying a frame (20) and a 
reference outline (24) in a display unit, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 2 and Fig. 3); 
performing photography (112), (see Stephany et al, Fig. 1). 

However, Stephany et al does not disclose displaying a detection area 
adjacent to the reference outline and detecting the outline of a figure within the 
detection area. 

On the other hand, Shigemori discloses displaying a detection area 
adjacent to the reference outline, (see Shigemori, Fig. 6) and detecting the 
outline of a figure within the detection area, (see Shigemori, column 3 lines 1-10). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine displaying a detection area and 
detecting the outline of a figure within the detection area as described by 
Shigemori with the image capture using templates as described by Stephany et 
al in order to form a method of controlling operation of a digital camera to take an 
identification photograph in a natural setting because an ID photograph requires 
standardized formats and layouts in which ID bearer's desired head and 
shoulders must be correctly included; thereby, camera user$ is able to easily 
make an ID photo that meets predetermined criteria. 

As for claim 2, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 1 , 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
However, both Stephany et al and Shigemori do not disclose, in discussion of 
claim 1, deleting the background area of the photographed image with respect to 
the detected out line. 

On the other hand, Shigemori discloses deleting the background area of 
the photographed image with respect to the detected outline, (see Shigemori, 
Fig. 5 and column 3 lines 21-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement deletion of background area as 
described by Shigemori into the method of controlling operation of a digital 
camera to take an identification photograph in a natural setting because such 
implementation eliminate all unnecessary distraction of the background; thereby, 
the ID photo is clear and useful whenever presented to authorities. 
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As for claim 4, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 1 , Stephany et 
al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. Moreover, 
Stephany et al discloses that the type of frame and reference outline correspond 
to specifications input by a user, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 2 and paragraph 
[0034]). 

As for claim 5, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 1, 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Furthermore, Stephany et al discloses that the step of performing photography 
includes allowing a user to aim the camera and set the zoom factor, (see 
Stephany et al, Fig. 3 and paragraphs [0034] and [0039]). 

As for claim 6, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 5, 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Furthermore, Stephany et al discloses the zoom is an optical zoom, (see 
Stephany et al, paragraph [0034]). 

As for claim 7, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 1 , 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Furthermore, Stephany et al discloses the step of performing photography 
includes taking a digital photograph, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 1 and paragraph 
[0036]). 

As for claim 8, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 1 , 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Furthermore, Shigemori discloses the step of performing photography includes 
enlarging or contracted the detection area, (see Shigemori, column 3 lines 7-10). 
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As for claim 9, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 8, 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Furthermore, Shigemori discloses the detection area is enlarged or contracted 
based on user input, (see Shigemori, column 3 lines 7-10). 

Claims 3 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stephany et al (U.S. Pub- 2002/0171746 A1) and further in 
view of Shigemori (U.S. Pat 6,907,136 BP Yang et al (U.S. Pat 5,923,380). 

As for claim 3, as previously mentioned in the discussion of claim 2, 
Stephany et al and Shigemori disclose all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
However, Stephany et al and Shigemori do not disclose inserting a background 
image for the identification photograph in the deleted background area. 

On the other hand, Yang et al discloses inserting a background image for 
the identification photograph in the deleted background area, (see Yang et al, 
column 5 lines 48-52). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement inserting a background image for 
the identification photograph in the deleted background area as described by 
Yang et al into the method as described by Stephany et al and Shigemori to form 
a method for ID photograph in which a background replacement is performed 
because this implementation does not require a photobooth where a standard 
background must be present. Thus, it is more convenient for camera users since 
they can take an ID photograph everywhere. 
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Regarding claim 10, Stephany et al discloses a method for capturing 
images using templates, the method comprising: allowing a user to input 
specifications corresponding to type of frame and reference outline for the 
identification photograph, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 2 and paragraph [0034]); 
Stephany et al discloses displaying the corresponding frame (20) and the 
corresponding reference outline (24) in a display unit, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 2 
and Fig. 3); Stephany et al discloses allowing the user to aim the camera and set 
the zoom factor, (see Stephany et al, Fig. 3 and paragraphs [0034] and [0039]); 
Stephany et al discloses taking a digital photograph (112), (see Stephany et al, 
Fig. 1). 

However, Stephany et al does not disclose displaying a detection area 
adjacent to the reference outline; Stephany et al does not disclose enlarging, 
contracting, or maintaining the detection area; Stephany et al does not disclose 
detecting the outline of a figure within the detection area; Stephany et al does not 
disclose deleting the background area of the photographed image with respect to 
the detected outline. 

On the other hand, Shigemori discloses displaying a detection area 
adjacent to the reference outline, (see Shigemori, Fig. 6); Shigemori discloses 
enlarging or contracted the detection area, (see Shigemori, column 3 lines 7-10); 
Shigemori discloses detecting the outline of a figure within the detection area, 
(see Shigemori, column 3 lines 1-10); Shigemori discloses deleting the 
background area of the photographed image with respect to the detected outline, 
(see Shigemori, Fig. 5 and column 3 lines 21-60). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine displaying a detection area adjacent 
to the reference outline; enlarging, contracting, or maintaining the detection area; 
detecting the outline of a figure within the detection area; deleting the 
background area of the photographed image with respect to the detected outline 
as described by Shigemori with the image capture method using templates as 
described by Stephany et al in order to form a method of controlling operation of 
a digital camera to take an identification photograph in a natural setting because 
an ID photograph requires standardized formats and layouts in which ID bearer's 
desired head and shoulders must be correctly shown on a predetermined 
background. 

However, both Stephany et al and Shigemori do not disclose inserting a 
background image for the identification photograph in the deleted background 
area. 

On the other hand, Yang et al discloses inserting a background image for 
the identification photograph in the deleted background area, (see Yang et al, 
column 5 lines 48-52). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to implement inserting a background image for 
the identification photograph in the deleted background area as described by 
Yang et al into the method as described by Stephany et al and Shigemori to form 
a method for ID photograph in which a background replacement is performed 
because this implementation does not require a photo booth where a standard 
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background must be present. Thus, it is more convenient for camera users since 
they can take an ID photograph everywhere as long as there exists a subject 
who needs an ID photograph. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Omura (U.S. Pat 6,999,113) discloses an electronic still camera having 
an instant printer incorporated thereinto, that has an image processing function 
for making ID photographs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tuan H. Le whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1130. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30-5:00 F 7:30- 
4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Tuan Le 

January 22, 2007 




